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A GREAT WHITE- This 16-foot. 4.745-oound shark was cauaht last June off 
Ventura County coast. It is said to be similar to one which attacked diver recently. 



MY. WHAT BIG TEETH Rafoh Collier of Van Nuvs. whose hobbv is investiaatinq 
shark attack incidents, inspects jaws of 2,450 -pound great white caught last year. 



Jaws' Incident 
Spurs Study of 
Shark Attacks 



BY KEN LUBAS 

Timtl Staff writtr 

It was about 9 a.m. a week ago Sat- 
urday when commercial abalone div- 
er Jay Worrell, 29, of Carpentaria 
jumped from his boat into the sea off 
San Mieuel Island. 

For Worrell it started out as just 
another dive, but what took place in 
the moments that followed will hospi- 
talize him for weeks and involve the 
investigative quest for knowledge of 
a Van Nuys man. 

It was a good day for diving. Only a 
few patchy clouds hung in the blue 
sky above the 24-foot Karen which 
bobbed rhythmically with the 4-foot 
swell. 

As Worrell slipped beneath the 
surface to begin his search for aba- 
lone he found the water clear with 
visibility of about 20 feet. 

Then a shark hit. It came from be- 
hind and clamped over his waist and 
began a vise-like squeeze. 

"Teeth and shark, that's all I could 
see." Worrell recalled from his bed at 
Goleta Valley Hospital in Santa Bar- 
bara County where he is recovering. 

"I knew there was no way of wig- 
gling out. I couldn't even see the end 
of him. He was huge. He kept squeez- 
ing tighter. I thought this was it. The 




INCISIVE INCISORS Collier holds top and bottom teeth of giant 
shark. Van Nuys man has studied shark attacks around world. 

Times pboto by Ken Lubas 



seals I've seen ripped apart by killer 
whales flashed through my mind. 

"The next thing I knew the pres- 
sure was gone. So was my mask and 
iron (the tool used to remove abalone 
from rocks). I fought to see. I difi. 



That black eye was right in front of 
my face, but it was like he wouldn't 
look at me. The water was going red. 
I struck for his eye. He seemed to re- 
treat. I went for the surface, pulling 
Please Turn to Page 6,. Col. 1 
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myself aboard the Karen. 

"He was acting like he was trying to get something out 
of his mouth when he was in front of me. I guess the rush 
of air from my tank hose that he severed or the lead on my 
belt that he had bitten into is what had made him let me 
go." 

Today Worrell is recovering from lacerations on the 
legs, buttocks and groin. 

He said there is no shark insurance for divers and he's 
going to be out of work for some months to come. He will 
go back to diving, though. It is his way of life. 

Worrell is chalking up the incident as an experience. 
something that has happened, but not to be dwelt upon. 

That isn't the case for Ralph Collier of Van Nuys. Collier 
is head of Shark Research Committee Inc.. a non-profit 
shark attack investigation unit headquartered in Van Nuys. 

From preliminary discussions with Worrell, Collier feels 
confident that the shark that attacked the diver was a 
great white, considered by some experts to be the most 
dangerous species of shark. 

Collier. 32, has been interested in sharks since reading a 
Life magazine article about them 16 years ago. 

While he makes his living as an insurance salesman with 
an office in Burbank. Collier has visions of one day being 
able to devote full time to the study of sharks in pursuit of 
obtaining knowledge of what prompts the shark to attack 
swimmers and divers. 

untii he can devote full tune to his interest he is content 
to learn what he can through reading, discussions with 
those involved in research and investigation of attacks re- 
ported to him by state Fish and Game and the Coast Guard. 

Collier has just completed investigation of an Oct. 18 at- 
tack with a Department of Fish and Game marine biologist 
A great white shark had attacked a Humboldt County sur- 
fer. 

The victim. William Kennedy. 25, a resident of McKin- 
leyville and a student at Humboldt State University in Ar- 
eata, was lying face down on his surfboard waiting for a 
good wave to ride in when the attack occurred. 

The shark came at him from about a 45-degree angle, 
knocking him off the surfboard at the initial impact. The 
shark hit the board again while Kennedy was in the water, 
then swam away. 

Kennedy's board took the brunt of the attack. It was se- 
vere/y dented by the force of the shark's initial charge and 
bore sharp teeth imprints of a subsequent bite. 

Kennedy escaped with only one minor injury, a 5-inch 
gash on his right leg. Following the attack, he swam to 
shore and was driven by a friend to a nearby hospital for 
treatment of the wound. 

A review by Collier and biologist Ron Warner deter- 
mined that the attack had been by a great white shark, 
eight to 10 feet in length. 



Reproduced with permission ol the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



